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MEMBERSHIP 



This year the American Library Asso- 
ciation has surpassed all previous records 
for annual increase in members. During 
the year 477 have joined who had never 
before been connected with the Associa- 
tion, and 73 former members, who for one 
reason or another had allowed their mem- 
bership to lapse, have renewed their al- 
liance with the national body. This makes 
a total of 550 new members in the A. L. A. 
for the year 1914. Of course, there are 
always losses; losses by death, by resig- 
nation, or by lapses through neglect. In 
1914 these amount to 198. The total paid- 
up membership in the Association at the 
present time is 2931. 

Early in 1915 we shall pass the 3000- 
mark. These thousand-marks are inter- 
esting guide-posts on our way. The 2000- 
mark was reached in the summer of 1910, 
when the newly-established Chicago head- 
quarters, under the capable guidance of 
Mr. Hadley, gave a vigorous impetus to 
all Association activities. Now in four 
years more we have gained another thou- 
sand in membership. Mere bigness is not 



greatness to be sure, but the more repre- 
sentative and far-reaching the voice of the 
Association, the greater the number who 
stand behind the movement, the more pro- 
nounced will be the influence and effect 
of its dictum. 

The 1910 census of the United States 
showed 10,772 librarians and library as- 
sistants in the country, and there are prob- 
ably at least 14,000 at the present time. 
The larger part of this number should be- 
long to the national association. There 
are probably at least 2000 more library 
workers in Canada, which is American 
Library Association territory; and there 
are several thousand library trustees and 
other laymen who ought to be Interested 
enough in the broader horizon to belong 
to the national body. So It seems reason- 
able to figure that there are fully 10,000 
persons in the United States and Canada 
eligible for membership in the A. L. A., 
who are not at present connected with it. 

The growth of members in the past four 
or five years has been very largely due to 
the voluntary and disinterested canvasses 
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and invitations extended by the members 
in different parts of the country. The 
printed slips sent out by the secretary to 
the members requesting the names of those 
who would probably join if invited were 
filled out and returned in large numbers; 
library school directors have encouraged 
their students to enroll as members, in 
several instances the membership of an 
entire school being received en bloc; li- 
brarians have talked to their staffs of the 
Association and its work; trustees have 
granted leaves of absence and appropriated 
expense money for their librarians to at- 
tend the conferences; library workers are 
becoming convinced that the Handbook of 
the Association is virtually a directory of 
librarians and that none can afford from 
a business viewpoint not to have his or 
her name included therein. 

But let us now push on for the 4000- 
mark. With help such as we have had in 
the past four years we really ought to 
gain another thousand new members in 
a much shorter time than it has taken to 
secure the last thousand. There are a 
plenty of eligibles; the field is wide; our 
acquired impetus ought to count for much. 
Let us all work together and remember 
that the American Library Association 
means America's Librarians Associated. 

MIDWINTER MEETINGS 

The usual Chicago midwinter meetings 
will be held this year, Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 30, to Friday, January 1. Headquarters 
will be at the Hotel La Salle, corner of 
La Salle and Madison Streets, and meet- 
ings will be held there unless otherwise 
announced. 

Rates at Hotel La Salle 
One Person Per Day 

Room with detached bath $1.50 and up. 

Room with private bath 2.00 and up. 

Two Persons 

Room with detached bath 3.00 

Two Connecting rooms with bath 

Two Persons 4.50 and up. 

Pour Persons 7.00 and up. 



Make reservations direct with manage- 
ment of hotel, stating time of your ex- 
pected arrival. 

The Hotel La Salle will provide meet- 
ing rooms and committee rooms free of 
charge. Those having charge of meet- 
ings not here referred to should make ar- 
rangements for suitable meeting rooms 
direct with the hotel management or 
through the secretary of the A. L. A. 

Besides the well-equipped dining rooms 
of the Hotel La Salle there are many res- 
taurants with a wide range of service and 
price in close proximity to the hotel. All 
the leading theatres are within ,a few 
blocks of the La Salle. 

The Executive Board will meet on Thurs- 
day evening, December 31. 

The Council will hold sessions on Wed- 
nesday afternoon, December 30, and Thurs- 
day afternoon, December 31. Program will 
be mailed later to individual members. 
Members of the Council are requested to 
notify the secretary of the A. L. A. whether 
or not they expect to be in attendance. 

The Publishing Board will meet on 
Thursday morning, December 31, at the 
A. L. A. executive office. Further notice 
will be sent to individual members. 

The League of Library Commissions will 
meet Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
mornings, December 30, 31, and January 1. 
There will be no papers presented; the 
meetings will be in the nature of a dis- 
cussion or conference. A definite list of 
subjects will be discussed, one or two per- 
sons being asked to open the discussion of 
each subject. 

The library school faculties will hold 
meetings on Friday morning and afternoon, 
January 1. 

A meeting of college librarians of the 
middle west will be held Friday morning 
and a round table for librarians of small 
colleges on Friday afternoon. Correspond- 
ence regarding this round table should be 
addressed to Miss Iva M. Butlin, Beloit 
College Library, Beloit, Wis. 

The Chicago Library Club will enter- 
tain visiting librarians on Wednesday eve- 
ning, December 30. 



